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ABSTRACT
The purposes of thie research were threafold. : (1) to

investigate the general status of small-scale rubber farmers in terms
of age, educational attainment, number of workers in the rubber
plantation, mode of rubber selling, family's monthly income, and lot
size of rubber plantation; (2) to investigate type of activities
following either the selling of rubber latex or the processing of
sheet rubber and order of importance of time utilization for life
quality improvement in the four basic aspects : (i) adequate housing
end good envirunme;t, (ii) efficient production of and provision feor
food, (iii) perticipation in the way-of-living imprﬂvement; and

(iv) the uplift of mind and spirit; and (3) to compare the
differantiation in the utilization of time remaining from the rubber
production activities for all four basic aepects of life quality
improvement according to their general background and status. The
sampling subjects under study were 330 houschold heads a 25-rai leot
or a smaller size of rubber plantation in % Amphoe and 21Eing-ﬁmphoe

of Changwat Songkhla. 1In the data collection, the instrument

constructed by the researcher was a guestionnaire constituting



iL

rating-scale statements and open-ended questions. In the data
analysis, the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) was
employed for the statistics of percentage, arithmetic meen, standard
deviation, a t-test, an F-test, and Tukey's test for multiple variable
comparisons.

The research findings were as follows

1. Following either the selling of rubber latex or the
processing of sheet rubber, the first three of 10 common types of
activities usually taken part in by esmall-scale rubber farmers were
in an everage descending order of importance as follows : any work
related to rubber plantation activities (X = 1.51), and work related
to public betterment (X = 1.12), and paying a visit to relatives
(X = 1.03). However, three out of 6 activities not taken part in by
small-scale rubber farmers in an average descending order as follows :
general work for wages (X = 0.37), contracting for construction
(X = 0.21), and gambling (X = 0.21). ;

2. of all four basic needs for life quality improvement, time
utilization of small-scale rubber farmers for life quality improvement
were in an average descending order as the following : adequate
housing and suitable environment (X = 0.90), participation in the
way-of-living improvement (X = 0.86), efficient production of and
provision for food (X = 0.74), and the uplift of mind and spirit
(X = 0.74),

3. With the differentlation of the subjects' age and the

utilization of time remaining from the rubber production activities,



iii

it was found that small-scale rubber farmers who were over 30 years
of age significantly utilized more time for the uplift of mind and

spirit as life quality imprnvemen£ than those who were 2(-34 years

and 35-50 years of age at rha..ﬂl level of significance.

4, With the differentiation of the subjects' educational
attainment.and the utilization of time remaining from the rubber
production activities, it was found that small-scale rubber farmers
with higher-than-primary education significantly utilized more time
for adequate housing and suitable environment, efficient production of
and provision for food; for these two the level of signifi:aﬁce was at
.01, and for participation in the way-of-living improvement the level
of significance was at .053.

5, With the differentiation of the subjects' mode of rubber
selling and the utilization of time remaining from the rubber production
activities for life quality improvement, it was found that small-scale
rubber farmers who sold raw sheet rubber and used both modes of rubber
selling significantly utilized more time for adequate housing and
suitable environment as life guality improvement than these who sold
only rubber latex at the .0l level of significance.

6. With the differentiation of the lot size of the rubber
plantation, it was found that small-scale rubber farmers with less than
a 13-rai lot of the rubber plantation utilized more time for effective
production of and provision for foed as life quality improvement than
those with more th%n a 13-to-25-rai lot of the rubbeér plantation
(P = 0.035), but significantly did utilize less time for the uplift of

mind and spirit (P = 0.038).
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