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Abstract

This research was intended to 1) compare the levels of participation in
the Agricultural Product Preservation Activities of the members of the Farm
Women Group distributed by age, income, number of years in school,
knowledge about agricultural product preservation, attitude toward the
Agricultural Product Preservation Activities, and attitude toward home-based

agricultural business workers, 2) study the problems and suggestions collected
- from the members of the Farm Women Group.
The subjects of the study were 154 members of the Farm Women Group
in Changwat Yala who were activity working in agricultural producf
- preservation. They were selected by a simple random sampling from the

population of 250 members. The instruments consisted of a questionnaire about

the respondents’ background information, a questionnaire about their opinions

- on problems and suggestions, an abilit}; test about the Agricultural Product
Preservation Activities, the attitude tests about the Activities and the home-
based agricultural business workers, and a measure of participation in the
Activities. The researcher collected data personally from the Activities
members using all the instruments. The data was analyzed with the SPSS/PC”
computer program to get descriptive statistics: percentages, arithmetic means,
and then compared the respondents’ participation in the Activities through the
one-way analysis of variance, and the Scheffé method of multiple comparisons.

The research findings were as follows:
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1. The members of the Agricultural Product Preservation Activities
whose income was higher than 12,400 baht participated in planning significantly
higher than the members whose income was less than 6,200 baht or between
6,200 — 12,400 baht, at the .01 and .05 levels respectively. They also
participated in evaluation higher than the members whose income was less than
6,200 baht, at the .05 level of significance. . .

2. The members with high level of attitudes toward the Activities
participated in benefit sharing higher than the members whose level of attitudes
was low, at the .01 level of significance. In addition, they participated in
decision-making significantly higher at .05 than those with low and moderate
levels of attitudes. )

3. The members who had high and moderate levels of attitudes
toward the home-based agricultural business workers participated in planning,
decision-making, and evaluation significantly higher at .01 than those with low

- level of attitudes. They also participated in implementing activities, and benefit
. - sharing higher at the .01 and .05 levels, respectively.

4. The members who differed in age, income, number of years m
~ school, and knowledge about agricultural product preservation were not
different in their participation in all 5 aspects of the Activities.

5. The problem of most members in implementing the Activities was
about time. They were unable to join the meetings or activities because their
free time was limited. With insufficient knowledge about the meetings and
| stages of activities, they were not confident to express their opinions in the

‘meetings.
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