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ABSTRACT

The research was intended to investigate (1) the knowledge and
understanding of the Buddhist order in community development,
as related to basic minimum needs, (2) the role of Buddhist order’s
participation in commuﬁity development. as related to basic minimum needs,
and (3) issues and prc;blems of and suggestions for the role of the
Buddhist order in community development as related to basic minimum needs.
The sampling su.b.iects; under study were 152-Buddhist order with over
5-year monkhood residing in 74 Buddhist monasteries in Changwat
Pattani. The instrument for the >dat.a collection was a questionnaire,
const.mcted by the researcher, comprising 3 parts: part one dealing
with general information of the 'su.b.iect.s. under study, part two having
" to do with a test on the subjects’ knowledge and understanding in ,
community development as related to the people’s basic minimum needs,
and part three constituting a rating-scale questionnaire on the Buddhist.
order’s role in community deveiopment as related to basic minimum needs.
The researcher himself administered the quest.ionnaire and also
conducted the interviews with some of the subjects. In the data
analysis, the Sf,at.ist,ical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) was

employed for the st.atistical‘ value of percentage, arithmetic mean,
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standard deviation, and a~t-te§t. The .05 level of statistical

significance was set, to verify the research hypotheses.
The research findings were as follows:

1. Among the three most. understanding of basic minimum needs,

‘the subjects’ topmost understanding of having a hygienic toilet as

a basic minimun need came first on the list of community development.;

the Second one was the main aims of group’s savings, and the third one

- was birth control. Among the three least understanding of basic minimum
needs in community development was first the schooling age of the children
required by law for compulsory education, the second least one came

.the immunity level in children under one year of age, and the third
least one was the suitable number of offsprings in each family.

2. The role of the Buddhist order’s participation in community
development as the first topmost basic minimum need wés the people’s
spiritual uplift (u = 3.92), the second one was the people’s desire
to participate in their own community development (u = 3.38), and the
third one was the possession of a house of their own (y = 3.16).

3. The results of the hypotheses tested were as follows:

"~ there was a statistical difference between Buddhist order with a
g M&ifferent\ragking who barticipated in community development as related
: ~ to basic minimum needs at the .01 level of significance. There was

also a statistical difference at the .05 level of'significance among

the people’s accessibility to social services in terms of earning their
.. living and career (P = 0.004); the people’s spiritual uplift (P = 0.001);

and the people’s desire to participate in their own community

development. (P = 0.019) respectively. However, there was no statistical
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difference in the f o1lowing aspects of basic minimum needs: the people’s
ﬁaving nutritious food (P = 0.789), the people’s having good shelters
(P = 0.129), the people’s family security (P = 0.492), the people’s good
‘product.ion (P = 0.948), and people’s ability to birth control (P = 0.989)
‘}frespect,ively. _ Furthermore, there was no statistical difference in all
’eighty aspects of the part.icipat.ion in community development among Buddhist
order with different length of monkhood, educational attainment, lmowledge
and understanding of community development as related to basm minimum
needs
| 4. Issues and problems hindering the participation in commumnity
development. as perceived by Buddist. order were in the following
~ hierarchical order: most Buddhist order obtained low educat.ional
- attainment, severe limits of budget resulting in a lack of necessary
. equipment. and supplies and governmental officials’ follow-ups, people
‘could not spare their t.ime, and there were problems with Buddhist order’s
disciplines and also with inter-agency communications.

The following suggestions for more partwlpaf ion in community

: development. as perceived by the Buddhist order were in the hierarchical

™ -order of needs requirements: Buddhist monasteries should be used as

. the centerxf or community development as related to basic nﬁnimum needs;
there should be more seminars and workshops on community development policy
and planning for Buddhist monks; there should be more classes of both

; secular'and religious studies, and more public relations need to be

i@lement.ed.
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