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ABSTRACT

The research was intended to investigate (1) the agricultural
college instructors’ information needs and use in terms of field of
study, format, langusge, characteristics, and sources of information,
(2) the instructors’ information use for instructional, research and
task-specific purposes, and (3) the instructors’ opinions on problems
of information use and services. Independent varisbles under consideration
were the subjects” educational attainment, faculty of affiliation, and
study programs (curriculums) of teaching ; dependent variables were the
subjects’ needs and uses of information. Control varisbles of sex, job
position, work experience, educaticnal attainment, and publications were
added as test factors in the reanalysis of the data.

The sampling subjects under study were 232 instructors in
11 Southern Thailand Agricultural Colleges under the Department of
Vocational Education, Ministry of Education. For the data collection,
the instrument constructed by the researcher was a questionnaire comprising
three parts: part one being the respondents” background informstion; part
two consisting of a rating-scale checklist on various aspects of the
information needs and uses of instructors, and part three being a checklist

on the problems of information uses snd readiness of information services.
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In the data analysis, some basic statistic procedures emploved through
the SPS5/PC+ program were percentage; Lambda and Somer’'s D for variable
correlations; Chi-Square and Kendall's Tau C for hypothesis testing.

Findings were as follows:

1. There was no relation of the subjects’ information needs in
terms of field of study, format, and language to their faculty of
affilistion; even considering them under control variables of sex,

Jjob poaition, and work experience, no significasnt effect of such control
variables on the relationships between their faculty of affilistion and
the information needs was found; it could be in turn concluded that the
subjects’ faculty of affiliation had no effect on their needs for information.

2. The subjects’ needs for information awvailable in particular topics
and written in the Thai lsngusge were significantly related to the subjects”
educational attainment (p < .05). In addition, when considering them under
control variables of sex, job position, and work experience, some effects
of such control variables on the relationships between their information
needs and educational attainment were only found in some groups of the
subjects. And it could be said that the subjects’ educational attainment
had no effect on their needs for information.

3. There was no relation of the subjects’ information uses for
instruectional, research, snd task-gspecific purposes to the study programs
(curriculums) of teaching; even when considering them under control
varisbles of sex, job position, work experience, educational attainment,
and publications, no significant effect of such control varisbles on the
relationships between the study programs of teaching and the information
uses was found; it could be thus said that the study progrsms of teaching

(curriculums) had no effect on their uses of information.
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4, The subjects’ opinions on the problems of information uses and
information service system were not related to the subjects’ educational
attainment; even when taking control wvarisbles of job position and work
experience into consideration, there was a statistical relationship
between their educational attainment and their views on the information
uses only in some groups of the subjects, but with no practical
gignificance. It was therefore said that the subjects’ educational
attainment had no effect on their views of information uses.

Additionally, findings indicated that scademic libraries at issue
were not ready to provide library users for photocopying services of printed
materials and of current periocdical contents to interdepartmental reference
uses. One of the services most provided by libraries under study was the
book circﬁl&tim service. Suﬁzestinns for the improvement of the library
services were that sufficient volumes of books either texts or references
be provided for to meet the instructors” demand and photocopying services

be available in sgricultural college libraries.
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