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Abstract

The purposes of this research were 1o study the level of need, compare the need and study
the problems and suggestions in the yse of databases of secondary school students under. the
jurisdiction of the Department of General Education in Educational Region I1T in the academic
year of 1999, The research sample subjects were 395 students. The questionnaire was used in
data collection and the SPSS/PCH program was employed to analyze the data. The stalistics
utilized were percenlage, t-test, F-test and Scheffe’s method.

The research results revealed that:

I. The students indicated high level of the need for databases in all these areas:
CD-ROM Databases, On-line Databases, and In-house databases. The main purpose of using
CD-ROM Databases and On-line Databases was to increase their peneral knowledge. Other
Purposes were doing reports, classroom studying, and further education. Regarding to In-house
Databases, the students’ purposes were firstly for doing reports followed by increasing their
general knowledge, and classroom studying. The students needed the full-text databases on
science, general knowledge, applied sciences and technology, respectively,

2. There was a statistically significan! difference al the .01 level between the male and
female students in their purposes of using the CD-ROM and the On-line Databascs. There were
significant differences at the .01 and 05 levels between the male and female students in their
needs for text contents concerning the CD-ROM Databases and the On-line Databases
respectively. There was no significant differcnce concerning the tormat of Databases, As related
to the In-house Databases, there were statistically significant differences at the .05, 05, and .01

levels in the purpose of use, the content, and the format of Databases respectively,



3. There was no significant difference in the content of the three databases. There were
no significant differences neither in the format of the On-line Databases nor in the purpose of use
of the In-house Databases. The students at the lower and higher secondary school levels
expressed significantly different needs concerning the purpose of use of CD-ROM Databases at
the: .05 level, and the On-line Databases at the .01 level, Concerning the format, there were also
sigmificant differences at the .01 level in the CD-ROM Databases, and at the .05 level in the In-
house Databases,

4. There was a significant difference at the .05 level between the students who had or did
not have experience in searching for databascs in their needs for CD-ROM and On-line
[ratabases.  The students differed significantly at the .01 level in their needs for the In-house
Databases,

5. There were significant differences at the .01 level between the students whose English
skill was good, fair and poor in their needs for different databases.

6. The major problems that the students encountered were the limited quantity of
computers and that they were often out of order.  Other problems were; the on-line access time
was too slow: not understanding commands, abbreviations and the English content in the
databases. There were time conflict between the users’ free time and service hours and
inadequate time given by the service providers for suggestions and advice.

1. The students at both levels suggested that the library should acquire more thai content
CD-ROM databascs and that they should be appropriate for the educational levels of the students.
More computers should be available for the In-house and On-line Databases. Finally, the

telecommunication system should be improved so that it is more effective.
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