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ABSTRACT

This descriptive research aimed to describe the utilization of the nursing database for
administrative planning and the problems of its utilization by nurse administrators.
Purposive sampling was used to select 100 nurse administrators from community hospitals
in southern Thailand. Data were collected using closed-ended questionnaires developed by
the researcher. Data analysis was conducted in terms of percentage, mean and standard
deviation.

The findings showed that the overall utilization of the nursing database was at
a moderate level (X = 3.20, SD= .48; theoretical range 0-4). The aspects of utilization

with the two highest levels were nursing quality planning (X = 3.42, SD=.50) and nursing

material resource planning (X = 3.33, SD=.53). The major problems in utilization of
the nursing database system were that nursing database systemn personnel lacked skill in data
management and analysis (52 percent) and lacked knowledge in data management (46
percent).

These findings suggest that the utilization of the nursing database is necessary for
nurse administrators. They should try to develop the nursing database and find ways to

reduce problems in utilization of the nursing database.
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