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Abstract

This survey study was conducted to assess the inequality in health insurance, health
status, health expenditure and health care service utilization among unskilled workers employed in
Sadao district, Songkla province. The purposive sampling was compared 253 immigrant workers to
203 resident workers in construction sites and rubber or vetgetable plants on the issues of insurance
coverage, socioeconomic; self-rated health, and health care service utilization. The instrument was
tested for its content validity by 5 experts, the content validity index was 0.80 and Conbach’s Alpha
was used to test its reliability of which the value was 0.85. The data were analyzed using descriptive
statistics, comparative statistics including exact binomial statistics for discrete data, t-test and Mann-
Whitney U test for continuous data, and Multiple Logistic Regression for investigation probability
of being uninsured between immigrant and resident workers.

The results showed that inequality in insurance coverage between immigrant and
resident workers, was statistically significant (p<0.001). The proportion of resident workers
having health insurance was 3 times greater than the immigrant workers. Migration was the most
influencing factor associated with the lack of health insurance (Odds Ratio=488.8; 95%CI: 67.1,
3559.2). Another predictor was age of workers (Odds Ratio=0.5; 95%CI: 0.3, 0.9; p=0.017). Upon
being ill, the immigrant workers sought health services at drug stores, private clinics and private
hospitals; they were more likely to pay out of their own pocket. The findings suggested that

inequality existed and immigrant workers were at the disadvantage.
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