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Abstract

The objectives of this explanatory research were to investigate the information
utilization and to find out factors affecting information utilization to prevent AIDS in vocational
students in Phatthalung Province. The 432 subjects were selected using the cluster sampling
method. Data were collected using a questionnaire. The content validity index obtained was 0.93
and the coefficient of confidence was 0.93. The instrument was tested for its validity using KR-20
and the result was 0.70. Descriptive statistics were used in data analysis and stepwise multiple
regression analysis was also conducted.

The results of the study revealed that the informants consisted of 45.9 percent males
and 55.1 percent females and the average age was 18.39 years old. When they had risk behavior
to AIDS, 41.9 percent of them consulted their parents. Thirty-four point seven percent (34.7
percent) had had sexual experience and most of them (86.0 percent) had their first sexual
experience with their girlfriends or boyfriends. Twenty-eight percent (28.0 percent) knew HIV-
infected or AIDS patients. 68.3 percent received information for AIDS prevention from
television. The quality of information received was good (X=2.50, S.D.=0.25).

Regarding the level of knowledge about AIDS, 42.8 percent of the informants had a
moderate level of knowledge; 35.9 percent had a high level and 21.3 percent had a low level of
knowledge of AIDS.

The level of the perceived susceptibility of AIDS was good (X=2.60, S.D.=0.28). The
level of the perceived severity of AIDS was good (X=2.50, S.D.=0.25); and the level of the

perceived benefits and barrier to AIDS prevention was moderate (X=2.45, S.D.=0.29).

)



Utilization of the information to prevent AIDS by the subjects revealed that they
utilized the information only sometimes (X=2.30, S.D.=0.52). When considered by item, the use
of information to prevent risk behavior was most utilized.

The factors affecting the use of information to prevent AIDS that had a level of
statistically significance at 0.05 were: the quality of information to prevent AIDS, genders of the
students, knowing AIDS patients, knowledge about AIDS, and perceived severity of AIDS.
These predictors could jointly predicted 21 percent (R2=O.21) for the use of information to
prevent AIDS in vocational students in Phatthalung Province. Therefore, promotion for the use
of information to prevent AIDS must emphasize the quality of information, awareness of the

severity of AIDS, learning from HIV-infected or AIDS patients, and knowledge about AIDS.
Model of Analysis could be explained in equation form such as

Y = -0.101 + 0.486 (the quality of information to prevent AIDS) + 0.273 (genders of
the students) + 0.228 (knowing AIDS patients) + 0.045 (knowledge about AIDS)

+0.241 (perceived severity of AIDS )+e.....
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