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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to construct an Arabic diagnostic test for Mattayomsuksa
one students tn Islamic private schools for identifying students” weaknesses in the use of Arabic
language. The subjects included 560 Mattayomsuksa two students in the first semester of the
academic year 2005 who had already studied Arabic in Mattayomsuksa one. The total of 160
students selected by purposive sampling were administered the test for the item quality analysis
and the total of 400 students selected by stratified random sampling were administered the test for
the test quality analysis and identifying the weaknesses. The test consisted of 65 item of multiple
choice with five sections based on the content concerning amount, vocabulary, preposition,
pronoun, and the use of questions. The content validity of the test was examined by Rovinelli
and Hambleton’s method. The reliability of the test was determined by Lovett’s criterion-
referenced method. The major findings were as follows:

1. The content validity of the test was acceptable, the difficulty of the test item were .23
to .95, the discrimination power of the test item ranged from .11 to .78 and the test reliability
was .974 .

2. The students’ weaknesses were found most at 94 of percentage on the question usage
test, and 93.75 of percentage on the pronoun test.

3. Most students misunderstood the usage of possessive pronoun at 87.25 of percentage,
and using questron about person at 86 of percentage.

4. Between male and female, there were significantly different at the .05 level on writing
amount and translating the meaning of noun. And significantly different at the .01 level on using
preposition,

The test developed was a quality instrument that can be used for identifying the students’

weaknesses in order to provide guideline to improving students’ leaming achievement.



