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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study Samak Buravas’s Buddhist
Epistemology by means of documentary research methodology. The findings were
as foliows .

1. Pancadhammaniyama (the Laws of Nature ) and Catusamutthana
(the Four Causes) as conceived and interpreted by Samak Buravas from metaphysical
point of view is “ Sat ” or * a primary being " thereby meaning the whole and entire
chains of being according to Buddhist ontology which can be explained by
Paticcasamuppada or ldhabpaccayata (the Dependent Origination) and Tilakkhana
(the Three Characteristics) thereby referring to the laws of nature of things.
The Pancadhammaniyama and the Catucamutthana as such are thus the sources of
Buddhist epistemology on the basis of which the body of knowledge or wisdom can be
attained through the two methods, namely, Paratoghosa (hearing or learning from
others) and Yonisomanasikara (analytical reflection ) in favor of the holistic approach.
- The Buddhist epistemology of this kind is a primer of right view, right understanding
(Sammadhitthi), which is the stepping - stone to success in education leading to
realization of three kinds of wisdom, namely, Sutamaya —panna (wisdom resulting from
study), Cintamaya — panna (wisdom resulting from reflection) and Bhavanamaya -
panna (wisdom resulting from mental development). The Buddhist epistemology of this
sort goes in line with analytical and synthetical study of the chains of being and

Weltanschauung with more emphasis on induction than deduction.



2. " Phassa ”is a contact between internal sense- bases, namely; eye-
contact, ear-contact, nose-contact, tongue-contact, body-contact and mind-contact on
one hand and external sense-objects and mind- objects, namely, visible objects, sound,
‘Odor, taste, touch and mind-objects on the other. The phassa is the important mental
impression or perception on the basis of which learning and knowledge are possible
and so also are the process of Dhamma or the chains of being. If the process of
Dhamma moves in favor of the Paticcasamuppada based on ignorance (Avijja), it will
be resulted in sufferings. On the contrary, if it goes in favor of the Paticcasamuppada
based on wisdom, it will be resulted in deliverance, leading to happy life both secular
and mundane. The phassa as such is said to be the staring- point of perception,
learning process and knowledge in the line with Buddhist Epistemology.

3."Cit"or" mind " is the key knower, who knows and understands “ Sat " or
the chains of being through the Yonisomanasikara or Chittaniyama (psychic law) under
which man can sometimes know with the help of senses or scientific methodology by
identifying problems, setting of hypothesis, data collection, data analysis and
conclusion and sometimes man can know and understand with the help of formal logic
or reasoning. The knowledge by the former method corresponds to the one by the
Paratoghosa while the knowledge by the latter corresponds to the one by the
Yonisomanasikara. On the whole it suffices to say that the methodology followed by
scientists and Buddhists is found to be similar rather than difference. The difference of
the two is the point of emphasis that Buddhist methodology and epistemology equally
concentrate on the understanding of Weltanschauung from the stand - point of reality,
morality and convention on the basis of the law of karma in accord with the principle of
Paticcasamuppada, the causes of suffering (Avijja) and the one on the reverse, the path
to deliverance (Panna), that is, the Middie Way or Eightfold Path in favor of morality,
meditation and wisdom leading to Niravana or Enlightment, the extinction of suffering. in

this regard science takes neither interest nor attention to ethical aspects.
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4. Samak Buravas is the Follow of the Royal Institute in metaphysics, well -
versed in modernity and beyond, who has done this best {o study * Sat ” or “ the chains
of being " with the help of methodelogy and epistemology both Buddhist and scientific.
His approach goes in favor of combination or integration of empiricism and pragmatism
on one hand and the Paratoghosa and the Yonisomanasikara one the cother in terms of
their agreement rather than disagreement regarding Weltanschauung from the viewpoint

of the philosophy of science.
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