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Abstract

This thesis was intended to study Immanuel Kant’s Epistemology by means of
documentary research on the basis of his primary work in English : Critique of Pure Reason
translated from his original work in German version : Kritik der Reinen Vernunft by Norman
Kemp Smith. Herein are included the other secondary sources of this kind based on Kant’s
Epistemology. It was reorganized by way and means of blending the a priori knowledge and the
a posteriori knowledge in according with his concept of pure reason under his well — synthesized
philosophical revolution known as the synthetic a priori knowledge. The findings were as
follows.

1. Inthe16-17" centuries, the western epistemology was encounter with the two
controversial problems, namely, the one in favor of rationalism with more emphasis on reason or
ideas and the other in favor of empiricism supported by the experiences of sensibility. This led to
the indecisive confusion for the intellectuals in particular and the laymen in general.

Immanuel Kant, the German Philosopher, tried his best to disentangle this problem by
establishing the alternative : “concepts without percepts are empty; percepts without concepts are
blind”, due to the best of his knowledge that each of the two had both weak and strong points in
their arguments. Therefore he put his great effort to blend the good points of the two together,
that is, the one based on the a priori knowledge and the other supported by the a posteriori
knowledge under the new concept known as the “synthetic a priori knowledge”.

2. The knowledge according to Kant is briefly based on the two sources by means of

integration as follows.



2.1 The a priori knowledge or the one prior to experiences is the one which is the
base of the external knowledge called “Forms of Sensibility”, consisting of space and time, and
the one which is the base of the internal knowledge called “Forms of Understanding”, consisting
of 12 categories under the four main constituents namely, quantity, quality, relation and modality.

2.2 The a posteriori knowledge or the one éfter experiences, is the synthetical
knowledge through mechanism of space and time on one hand and five senses : to see, to hear, to
smell, to.taste and to touch, called “sensation”.

The knowledge gained through such an integrated synthesis is called the synthetical
a priori knowledge.

3. The aforesaid knowledge is the outcome of the integration or combination of
knowledge which Kant tried his best to distinguish between the two and then synthesize them
because of the fact that the human knowledge, according to him, is eclecticism of matter of
experience and reason. Kant believes that human knowledge begins with experience, it does not
follow that it all arise out of experience. Therefore, human knowledge rests upon a process of the
two kinds of knowledge under the new concept called the synthetic a priori knowledge.

In any case, human knowledge is limited obviously; no one is able to know something
beyond experiences, that is, phenomena which are reflected from the transcendental namely
“thing — it - self”” or “noumena”. This is due to the facts that human knowledge must depend on
the synthesizing mind. Thus, human knowledge is limited to an understanding by experiences,

not far beyond phenomena.
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