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Abstract

The aims of this research were to investigate the effects of three types
of instructional media on language readiness of young children who had different
cognitive styles and the interaction between instructional media and cognitive styles.
The instructional media included pictorial material, model objects, and the
combination of pictorial material and model objects. Cognitive styles consisted of
low and high relational styles. Ninety kindergarten students during the first semester
of the 1996 academic year in primary schools under the authority of Primary
Education Office (Lamtap District, Krabi Province) were randomly selected for
research. The research instruments included 30-item cognitive styles test,
5 pictorial material lesson plans, 5 model object lessen plans, 5 lesson plans using
the combination of pictorial material and model object, and 58-item test of
language readiness. The students were divided into two sub-groups
(each group comprised 45 subjects) on the basis of cognitive styles, high and low
relational cognitive styles. Each sub-group was further divided into three groups,
each group consisted of 15 subjects. All six experimental groups were assigned
under the conditions with types of instructional media. Each experimental groups

were taught in 10 days (20 minutes/day). After the end of the experiment, the
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students were tested with language readiness test. Scores as data were analyzed
using ANOVA of generalized randomized block design (GRB-3) fixed model.
The analysis revealed that :

1. There was no significant difference in language readiness scores
among the students who were taught with pictorial material, model objects,
and the combination of pictorial material and model objects.

2. The students who had low relational cognitive styles gained
higher scores on language readiness than those who had high relational cognitive
styles at .05 level.

3. There was an interaction effect between instructional media and
cognitive styles. The students with high relational cognitive styles, who
were taught with pictorial material obtained higher scores on language readiness
than those who were taught with the combination of pictorial material and model
objects. In addition, the students with low relational cognitive styles, who
were taught with the combination of pictorial material and model objects gained
higher scores on language readiness than those who had high relational cognitive

styles.
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