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Abstract

The objective of study i1s to investigate the following points namely: 1) The
grounds of divorce which Islam allows for a divorced wife to institute a judicial
proceding ftor dissolution of marriage 2) The reasons of divorce which Muslim wife
institute a judicial proceeding for dissolution of marriage 3) Ancillary claims for a
divorced wife after dissolution of marriage in Islamic, and 4) Kind of claims that
Muslim wives can be obtained from her husbands afier dissolution of marriage.

The sample of the study are consisting of 52 wives who have been exercised
their rights in instituting a judicial proceeding to dissolve their marriage in Pattani
Province within the period of 1 year to 9 months (starting from January 1. B.E. 2544
(2001) 10 September 30. B.E. 2545 (2002) and 51 persons who are directly involved in
divorce proceeding consisting of imams of the mosque. the president of Patiani Islamic
Religious Committee Council, and Daro " Yuthitham (the Muslim judge) of Ithe Pauani
Province Court. The data are collected by the questionnaire with interview. There were
two sets of quesionnaires. The first one is provided for the selected-group of Muslim
wives who have been exercised their rights in obtaining the dissolution of their
marrtage. The second one is provided for those who are directly involved in divorce
proceeding which is considered as an object of this study.

The study reveals that the grounds of divorce which Islam aliows for Muslim
wives to institute a judicial proceeding against their husbands to dissolve a marriage
contract namely. when the husband i1s a missing person, when the husband is suffered
trom sterility. when the husband has been sentenced io imprisonment. when the
husband is suftered from physical detects for instance, he has been insane or is suffering
from a venereal disease in a communicable form. such as leprosy or vitilago. and when
husband is impotent. However. the study found that the majority of tne case fteld in the
Pattani povincial court are husbands who are unable to maintain their wife.

With regard to ancillary claims for a divorced wife, for instance the payment of
mut 'ah (consolatory gift) after divorce. the payment of maintenance during iddah
(waiting period) including accommodation and maintenance of children, the study
found that Muslim divorced wives obtain these payments lesser than what Islam has
been afforded to them.
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