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Abstract

This descriptive research aimed to describe caring capability of caregivers caring for
a person with hemiplegia and predictability of the caregivers’ factors (age, gender, educational
background, family support, caregiving duration, and health state) on the caring capability. The
theoretical framework was derived from the concept of dependent-care agency in Orem’s theory.
One hundred and forty one primary caregivers of persons with hemiplegia were purposively
recruited according to inclusion criteria. The research instruments included demographic data
form and caring capability questionnaire. Data were analyzed by using mean, standard deviation,
Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient, and stepwise multiple regression coefficient.

The results of the research revealed that:

1) Overall mean score of caring capabilities of caregivers caring for a person with
hemiplegia was at a moderate level. The lowest subtotal mean score was on judgment and
decision. The highest subtotal mean score was on physical skill and satisfaction.

2) Caregiving duration and age were significant predictors and accounted for 7 %
of variance in the caring capability (R2 =.07,p<.01).

The results suggest a need for providing a preparation course for primary caregivers
caring for a person with hemiplegia during hospitalization as well as home visitation including
evaluation and development of their caring capabilities, especially for those who are young and

providing long-term care.



