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Abstract

The purposes of this descriptive research study were to investigate
matemal perceptions of premature babies and their needs to care for their
babies in the NICU. The subjects were composed of 50 mothers whose babies
were admitted to the neonatal intensive care units of Songklanagarind Hospital,
Hatyai Hospital, Maharat Nakomn Sri - Thammarat Hospital and Surat Thani Hospital.
The subjects were selected by purposive sampling. The instruments used in this
study were Matemal Perception Questionnaire and Matemal Needs Questionnaire.
The reliability of the questionnaires were .9 and .94 respectively. Data were collected
by interview method. The statistics used for data analysis were percentage, mean
and standard deviation.

The results of the study indicated that

1. The mean scores of matenal perceptions of their preterm babies
were high in 4 pattems : health perception - health management pattem,r role -
relationship pattern, coping - stress - tolerance and nutritional - metabolic pattern.

2. The mean scores of matemal needs to care for their babies were
high in 6 pattems : coping - stress - tolerance pattern, role - relationship pattern,
elimination pattern, health perception - health management pattem, activity - exercise

pattern and sleep - rest pattern.
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