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Abstract

A study on the incidence of public telephone contamination in Songklanagarind
Hospital, Changwat Songkhla was conducted from January - March 1999. One
hundred and twenty sampies were swabbed from 10 public telephones and analysed
for Total Baterial Count, Coliform Bacteria, Fecal Coliform Bacteria, Escherichia coli and
Staphylococcus aureus. . Data was analysed using means percentages and One Way
Analysis of Variance for Factorial Experiment.

The results of the analyses found that the average Total Baterial Count (CFU/
20 sq.cm) at dial, handle, ear and mouth pieces were 416 CFU, 426 CFU, 1,362 CFU
and 1,016 CFU, respectively. MPN/20 sq.cm. of Coliform Bacteria and Fecal Coliform
Bacteria from handle pieces ranged between <3 - 36 but were not found on the dial, ear
and mouth pieces. Escherichia coli were not found at all. MPN/20 sq.cm. of
Staphylococcus aureus on the dial, handle, ear and mouth pieces ranged between <3 -
36, <3 - 36, <3 - 91 and <3-91, respectively. The results of the study revealed that

public telephones in the hospital were infected source for user.
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