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Abstract

This study investigated the social network, social support, self-esteem and
factors influencing the self - esteem of elderly migrants to Hat Yai municipality.
One hundred and’ ten elderly people over the age of sixty-year who had
migranted to live in Hat Yai municipality were selected for this  study.
They had migrated to Hat Yai mUhicipélity fof a period from 2 months to 2 years.
A questionnaire was used to collect information by interviewing the migrants on
social network, social support and on the self - esteem. the face validity of the
questionnaires was assessed by five experts and the reliability of the
questionnaires was tested using Cronbanch’s Alpha. The coefficients obtained
were 0.85 and 0.79 respectively. Percentages, means, and standard deviations
were computed. The relationship of social nétwork, social support and self-esteem
was analyzed using Pearson's product moment correlation coefficient. The factors
influening self — esteem was analysed using stepwise multiple regression analysis.

The findings révealed that size of most elderly migrants’ social group was
small which consisted of 1 - 4 pérsons. The type of social relation could be
cIasSiﬁed as cousin groups or non-cousin groups. Seventy - nine point one percent
of cousin groups were children and grandchildren and the non - cousin groups ‘were
mainly neighbors. The average duratibn of the relationship between the cousin

groups and the elderly was 33.07 years. The average frequency of contact
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was 18.16 times per month. The overall and each components of social support

and self - esteem as reported by the elderly migrants were at the moderate
level. The Findings also indicated that the factors, which significantly ( P< 0.001)
influenced on self - esteem of elderdy migrants, were social support and age, both

of which explained 26% of the variance on self - esteem.
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