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Abstract

This research aimed to compare the physics achievement entitled
“Mechanical Equilibrium” of Mathayomsuksa' Five students treated by cooperative
leaming method and teacher's manual method by the Institute for the Promotion
of Teaching Science and Technology ( IPST ).

' The samples were 132 Mathayomsuksa Five students under the
Science - Mathematics program in the first semester of the 1998 academic year
of Nawamintarachutit taksin School, Muang District and Sathingprawithaya School,
Sathingpra, District, Songkhla province. Through a multi-stage random sampling
method, the subjects were equally divided into one experimental group and one
control group, Each group consisted of 66 subjects. The subjects insthe
experimental group were treated with cooperative leaming method whereas those
in the control group were treated with a teacher's manual method prescribed by
the Institute for the Promotion of Teaching Science -and Technology. Each of
both groups were taught by the investigator in 24 - class sessions during May
and June 1998. Two achievement tests during the experiment and one posttest
were conducted by using a physics achievement test on a “Mechanical
Equilibrium* topic. |

\ The findings revealed that the mean posttest scores of the physics
achievement on the “Mechanical equilibrium” of both groups were significantly
different at .01 level '; that is the subjects in the experimental group gained

higher achievement scores than those in the control group.
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