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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study the image of Mr. Chuan Leekpai as a Prime Minister
in the headlines of the Matichon daily newspaper in the year 2000, and to investigate the verbal
strategies employed in projecting such an image.

It was found that Mr. Chuan Leekpai’s image was tied to the political context of that
time. In 2000, since Mr. Chuan’s government could not solve economic problems, scholars,
intellectuals, politically concermed people and mass media demanded that the government
dissolved the parliament and finished off its term, so that the new 1997 Constitution could be
enforced. The image of Mr. Chuan was found to be of three categories. 1) Positive image:
this included steadfastness to his principles; 2) Negative image: This included verbal
aggressiveness, apathy, sluggishness, stubbornness, and cunning; and 3) Ambivalent image:
only self-assertion was found.

With respect to verbal strategies, 3 salient features were found. 1) Casual style
of language was most preferred; this consisted of use of common lexis , use of abbreviations
and simple words, omission of certain sentential constituents, and use of slang. 2) Short
consecutive simple sentences and compound sentences without conjunctions were often used
in the headlines. Sentential cohesion among headlines was created through lexical collocation,
and omission of subjects or conjunctions. Such an omission made the headlines concise and the
verbs were put into focus. This strategy affected the projection of the image. With respect
to types of sentential relation among headlines, logical relation and elaboration were often

found; few were of concession type. 3) To save print space and effectively convey

)



the messages, the figure of speech most frequently used was metaphor and least was metonymy.
All these verbal strategies contributed greatly to the presentation of Mr. Chuan Leekpai’s
image to the readers, and this was perhaps one of the factors that lessened his popularity

as a Prime Minister.
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