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Abstract

The aims of this research are twofold : 1) to study the behavior of language use for
news headlines with reference to phrase, sentence, and punctuation mark, and 2) to study the
propriety of communicative language use for front page headlines in fulfillment of the principal
objective of news headlining, and in terms of ethics. The research data consisted of the largest and
most significant page-one news headlines in these daily newspapers: Thai Rath, Daily News, and
Khao Sod, on everyday throughout the period January 1" to December 31" 1999, a total of
1095 headlines. Furthermore, data from the headline news articles were also studied in
some cases. As a result of the research the following findings were made :

The practice of language use for news headlines with reference to phrase, sentence, and
punctuation mark illustrates that the use of communication for news headlining stressed
the presentation of news matter and attracting attention without emphasizing the accuracy of
the rules based on the principles of the language, as verified by the use of inferior words, the use
of attention grabbing words, and the use of incomplete sentences.

Concerning the fulfillment of the principal objective and function of news headlining,
it was found that the use of title terminology could attract the reader’s attention in two ways ;
firstly, the use of language to convey interesting elements of the incidents in a straightforward
manner, and secondly the use of language techniques to transmit the interesting elements of
the articles. With regards to the function of summarizing news stories in compliance with actual
facts, it was found that in the use of language for most headlines, accurate summations were
presented to the reader in relation to relevant facts. However, the language used to communicate
with the reader was found lacking in clarity, politeness and objectivity.

In the study of ethical correctness used in the headline language in newspapers four
shortcomings were discovered; the use of paradoxical language, the use of improper language,
use of offensive language and the use of violent words. All four of these failings ethically affected

the reader, society and the news subject.
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