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Abstract

This thesis aims to study imagery in Saksiri Misomsup's book of poems-Mu Nan
Si Khao.

The outstanding feature of Mu Nan Si Khao lies in its defamiliarization of form and
content. Saksiri manipulates sounds and words to effectively convey aesthetic experiences
as well as to provoke thought. The harmony of form and content can be found both in his free
verse and poems. Familiar conventional versification has been customized to render smooth
overflowing and unconstrained verse. With respect to content, the book remarkably depicts
life's essence-imagination, love and wisdom-which is overlooked by modern society, but is
salient in the world of children and in the rustic way of life. The poet invokes the readers to
ponder and reminds them that most people’s concept of life deviates from the true meaning
and value of humanity. The readers are encouraged to view the world through the eyes of
children with lively imagination and through the eyes of rural people who live a complacent
life and in harmony with the nature. Alarming problems of spiritual and ethical deterioration
resulted from misconceived materialistic development have also been portrayed. These
emotional contents not only induce the book's ethical value, but also reflect contemporary
problems and profoundly express shared experiences of mankind.

It is apparent that Saksiri chooses to convey his messages implicitly, rather than
being blatantly didactic. Profound meanings of the poems can be grasped by deciphering
the imagery carefully and well wrought through figures of speech and symbolism. Through
figures of speech, images of light-color, sound, action, quantity and movement are created to
effectively convey and highlight such feelings as joyfulness, love and support, misery and
anguish, infatuation, utter impoverishment and desperation. Symbolism is used for the
creation, destruction as well as other activities done by hands. In addition, an individual who

leads a life astray from the expected norm also symbolizes mental imperfection.
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