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Abstract

This research was intended to study the information reception from daily
newspapers by residents in three southern border provinces, and to investigate the logical
relationships between such information reception and the dependent variables : sex,
education level, occupation, income, religious denomination, residential area, language used
in daily life, attitude toward daily newspapers, and contact with opinion leaders.

Through a multistage sampling, 419 subjects wete selected from residents in
Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat, who were 16-61 years old. In collecting the data, a
questionnaire and an interview schedde were used; the data was then analyzed using the
SPSS/PC+ statistical package for frequency distribution, percentages, percentage difference,
comparison of Original Percentage Difference and Partial Percentage Difference, the

bivariate Chi-square test, and elaboration analysis.
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The findings were as follows:

1. 754 % of the subjects received information from television, 13.1 % from
newspapers, 8.1% from radio, and 3.8 % from magazines.

2. On ;cesting the bivariate relationships, it was found that sex, age, occupation,
income, residential area, attitude toward daily newspapers, and contact w1th local
spiritual/intellectual leaders had no relationship with the subjects’ information reception
from daily newspapers; the significant difference was at the level of .06. However, education
level, religious denomination, and language used in daily life were found to have a
relationship with the subjects’ information reception from daily newspapers. The higher
education levels the subjects had, the more frequently the subjects used the Thai language
in their daily life, and this led to a greater amount of information reception from daily
newspapers.

3. On testing the relationships between the dependent and iﬂdependent variables
while controlling the variable ‘contact with opinion leaders, it was found that sex, age,
education level, occupation, and attitude toward daily newspspers had spurious
relationships with the subjects’ information reception from daily newspapers; such spurious
relationships were influenced by the following extraneous variable: contact with opinion
leaders. On the contrary, subjects’ income, religious denomination, residential area, and
language used in daily life had specific relationships with the subjects’ information
reception from daily newspapers. The relationships were influenced by the following

specific variable : contact with opinion leaders.
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