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ABSTRACT

This research is intended to investigate the
administrative problems of Buddhist religious affairs encountered
by the district educational superintendents in Educational Region
III. Four areas of Buddhist religious affairs included in this
study are hierarchic rule of the Buddhist clergy, provision of
education for the clergy, dissemination, and construction and
reparatian.

The population of this study consists of 71 district
educational superintendents in Educational Region III. In
collecting the data, a three-part questionnaire is %sed. Part I
of the questionnaire is a check-list on the respondents’
background information and Part II is a rating-scale question-
naire on the district educational superintendents’ administrative
problems of Buddhist religious affairs. Part III concerns causes
of administrative problems as well as their possible solutions.
Altogether 71 questionnaires are sent out by post to the district
educational superintendents in Educational Region III, and 65

questionnaires are then returned. Percentage, arithmetic
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mean, standard deviation, t-test, F-test as well as multiple
comparisons conducted through Sheffe’s method are used in data
analysis.

The research findings are as follows:

1. The overall administrative problems of Buddhist
religious affairs encountered by the district educational
superintendents in Educational Region III are found to be at a
moderate level.

2. The overall administrative problems of Buddhist
religious affairs encountered by the district educational
superintendents working in educational offices of different sizes
are found to be significantly different at the level of 0.05.
That is, large-sized district educational offices have more
administrative problems than small-sized offices. When each area
of administration is considered, it is found that there are more
problems in the area of construction and repafation in large
-sized district educational offices than in small-sized offices.
The significant difference is at the level of 0.05. However, in
other areas of administration, no significant differences aré
found.

3. The overall administrative problems of Buddhist
religious affairs encountered by the district educational
superintendents working in educational offices of different types
are not different. However, when each area of administration is
considered, it is found that only in the area of construction and
reparation do these district educational superintendents differ.

The significant difference is at the 0.05 level.
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¥When problems in the area of construction and reparation
are singled out for comparison, it. is found that district
educational offices of type 3 and those of type 2 differ
significantly in their administrative problems at the level of
0.05. That is, the district educational superintendents who have
to supervise both the Ecclesiastical District Heads of the
Mahanikaya Sect (Great Sect) and those of the Dhammayutika Sect
(Discipline-Abiding Sect) are found to have more problems in
the area of construction and reparation than the educational
superintendents who have to supervise either the Ecclesiastical
District Heads of the Mahanikaya Sect or those of the
Dhammayutika Sect.

It is found that most administrative problems of
Buddhist religious affairs encountered by the district
educational superintendents in Educational Region III result from
lack of personnel knowledgeable and genuinely interested in
performing their duties, insufficiency of teachers of the
Buddhist Scriptures, inadequacy of competent personnel in charge
of dissemination and Jjob execution in accordance with the
official rules and regulations. As for the solutions to the
above problenms, the respondents have suggested that the
ecclesiastical officials be more informed, that job manuals be
prepared, and that more budget be requested and allocated as
extra pay to teachers of the Scriptures as well as those
responsible for dissemination of information to local people and
organizations. Besides, relevant official rules and regulations
should be made clear to those in contact with the district
educational offices.
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