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Abstract

This research was intended to investigate the effects of cooperative learning
and group sizes on the achievement in learning life experience areas of
Prathomsuksa six students, as well as the interaction between these two variables.
Three methods in learning were games and the checking technique of cooperative
learning, and regular learning method. There were two sizes of groups : four-member
and six-member groups. A school under the Office of Songkhla Provincial Primary
Education was sampled and 144 Prathomsuksa six students studying in the first
semester of the academic year 1998 were randomly selected. Then, they were
assigned randomly into six experimental groups of 24 students each. The research
instruments were three sets of lesson plans for learning methods about animals.
Games, and the checking technique of cooperative learning and regular learning
method were used in each set of 5 lessons. In addition, there was a 20-item
achievement test. The experiment was performed 5 times, 60 minutes long for
each, in five consecutive days for each group samples. On the sixth day, they
were tested for 30 minutes to assess their achievement in learning life experience

areas about animals. A 3X2 factorial design was used in the analysis of variance

of the test scores in the experiments (learning methodsXgroup sizes), together with
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the Tukey’'s HSD method of multiples comparison.

The findings were that:

1. The students who were taught by games and the checking technique
of cooperative learning achieved significantly higher than those taught by the regular
learning method at .01, while the difference in achievement of those taught by
games and checking technique of cooperative learning was not significant.

2. The achievement of the students in the four-member groups was not
different from that of the students in the six-member groups.

3. There was no interaction between learning methods and group sizes.
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