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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this documentary research was to analyze
a Southern Thai literature entitled "An Analytical Study of
.Mahajatiwessantarajataka, Phang-nga Archives," whose original pugms
comprisa three Buds. In this study, the following categories
for analysis were taken into consideration : the.backgruund of the
literary work, its pnetfc aesthetics, and its complex values. 1In
addition, a comparative analysis of the literature under study and
its Mahajataka counterpart of Wat Matchimawat, Songkla Archives was
also discussed,.

This thesis was divided inte six chapters. The first
chapter as introductory one describes the scope and the method of
the study. The second chapter describes the historical background
of this archival Mshajatiwessantarajataka of Phang-nga. The third
chapter describes the method of analysis of its poetic aesthetics
whereas the fourth chapter describes the analysis of its complex
values. The fifth chapter describes social and cultural conditions

of the time, and the southern Thais' worldviews as reflected in the



il

literary work. The sixth chapter deals with the comparative analysis
of the literature under study and its Mahajataka counterpart of Wat
Matchimawat, Songkla Archives. The last chapter describes the
conclusions and research implications of the present study.

This study has revealed that Mahajatiwessantarajataka of
Phang-nga archives has been one of the cldest literary works in
Southern Thailand. This piece of literary work was recorded in
a Southern Thai dialect with the Thail scripts of Early Chakri Period.
The poetic form of the work was written in the Kavaya. Due to
the poetical sophistication of the poet(s) in word choice, figures of
speech, and beatifully-selected rhythmic styles, the complex values
of the highly-poetic quality could greatly render both the readers
and listeners the aesthetic feelings. In addition, the work is said
to truly reflect various folkways of life of the people in the old
times. As for the comparative analysis of the work under study and
the Mahajataka of Wat Matchimawat, Songkla Archives, it could be
concluded that-Hahajataka of Songkla archives seemed to be the origin
of the Mahajatiwessantarajataka of the Fhang-nga Archives. The
Mahajataka of Songkla Archives has been proved to be a much older
version and several parts of its speeches by characters as appeared
in the text of the Mahajatiwessantarajataka of Phang-nga are very
much similar to that of the Mahajataka. HNevertheless, the content of
the Mahajatiwessantarajataka of Phang-nga was much more well-described
in detail than that of the Mahajataka version of Wat Matchimawat,

Songkla Archives.
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