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Abstract

This research is intended to investigate the poets’
techniques in creating images in Southern Thai romantic tales as
~ well as to reconstiuct the Southern Thai social milieu from the
use of such images. Selected for the study are 14 romantic tales:

Khobut, Khosok Kuman, Chanthakhat Kuman, Champa Si Ton,

Taw Thong, Nai Dan, Pla Bu Thong, Phaya Hong, Phrarot Meti, .

Worawone,  Wankhan, Sithanonchai. Suwannasam, and

Suwannasin Kham Kap.

It is found that in creating images in the romantic tales,
Southern Thai poets recourse to both literal and figurative
language. Conventionally, the images are created through the
use of simile, metaphor, metonymy, ryperbole, allegory, allusion,

analogy, antithesis, and euphemism. The poets’ effective diction

includes puns on sounds, word meaning and the use of selected

vocabulary found only in certain southern dialects. Through

“.:["hese images_, the SOUthGlﬂ Thai society is VlVldly deplcted In

this way, the images serve as both social and cultural reflections.

Subsumed under social reflection are natural surroundings, way
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of life, the family, and moral codes while those under cultural
reflection include costume, tools and equipment, diet, customs
and traditions, entertainment, beliefs, and social values. Thus,
images can be claimed to be an essential part in the creation of
Southern Thai romantic tales in that they help convey the
intended meaning effectively and also distinctly display the

unique characteristic of Southern Thai romantic tales. .
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