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Abstract

This research aims at examining the status and role of mother in Suwannww
Sukhontha’s three novels, namely Dokmai nai paadaad or A Flower in the Sun Forest (1973),
Talay rue im or The Unquenchable Sea (1975), and Prachan si ram-ngoen or Blue Moon
(1976). The study focuses on literary techniques, the status and role of mother, and the novelist’s
attitude towards the status and role of mother.

It was found that in these three novels the author successfully creates literary techniques
to present the protagonists’ emotional complexity. In Dokmai nai paadaad, the narrator is the
protagonist. Her relationship with other characters and events is expressed through her viewpoint,
therefore she can easily convince the reader emotionally. In Talay rue im and Prachan si nam-
ngoen, the omniscient narrator tells the story through the eyes of the protagonists. A common
technique in the three novels is establishing a close relationship between the settings and the
characters.  Nevertheless, the novelist has a weakness in her characterization of a minor
character in Dokmai nai paadaad. The Father in this novel lacks inner conflicts, self-restraint in
unscrupulous behavior. That he has no shame in committing vicious crimes or reacts to the
miseries of the other characters close to him with utter insensitivity can be viewed as the
novelist’s failure as a result of her over-emphasis on the story’s plot line.

The examination of the status and role of mother shows that, together with the father, the
mother has a significant role in raising, caring, and educating children to be valuable resources
for the country. The mother has to strengthen children’s ethical and moral conscience in order
that they will be able to apply life skills in solving problems. This is particularly important when
the children are in a family of which the members do not have a good relationship, regardless of
their economic status, or when they live in the new environment where there are many things to
lead them astray. The three novels show that in addition to having a significant role in bringing

up children, the mother also has a role in the family as the wife to her husband. In such a role she
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has to share his dreams, working out with him and caring for him as needed. Sometimes she has
to compromise in order to avoid a broken-home situation which can affect the children. In each
of these novels, the status and role of the mother is therefore closely linked with the plot line and
the theme which stress that the family problem has an impact on children and young people,
especially those living in the urban society where a moral decadence and value deviance are the
norm.

In portraying the status and role of mother in relation to her children, the novelist
indicates that the mother is the most important person in developing children’s personality. The
mother’s understanding is vital in preventing them from making a serious mistake. According to
the novelist, because the mother also has a role as a wife she should be a sound and reasonable
person. She should duly respect her husband so that they will be the pillars of the family.
Concerning the social context of the status and role of mother, the novelist thinks that because
there is a change in economy, the society now emphasizes materialism so much that spirituality is
ignored. The mother is therefore has a very important role in trying to understand and

strengthening her children so that they will not make a mistake in their life.



