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ABSTRACT

vy ' This thesis is aimed to investigate and analyze the structure,
- function, meaning and culture-related manifestation of Thai compound.

'_words derived from words for parts of human bédy. The research reveals

e

:;;”that a Thai compouﬁd word derived from words for parts of hﬁman bédy
;’must be compésed of at.lgast two or three simplé words. Eight classes
\oi‘words are found to be ;ompoﬁents‘of compound words. Two types of
:gimple word constituents Qre-identified with reciprocal meaﬁing-related
}?cbmponehts‘and in a hiérarchy of a simple word combination. Such two
;{ ;ypgs'are'known as ehdocentric and exocentric construction. The former’
:;onstitutes only a head-attribute ¢ombination, whereas theklatter is
:divided into fwo subcategories. The first with partial endocentfic

‘clues comprises four linear sequence combinations : head-head,

?hegd-attribute, attribute-head and head-head-head ; the second with

no endocentric clues consists of four combination : head-head,
'héadrattribute, action-goal-action and head-head-head. Thai compound
;wdrds hnder discussion are found to‘be of a single function and

a multiple function as well.




ii

The meanings of those compound words in question can be
categorized into thfee types. The first refers to individual humans
or people, the second to general objects, and the last one to manners
and actions.

The culture related manifestations of the combouﬁd words under
discussion are reflected in verbal expressions ; in the saving of face,
fame and personal dignity ; in ways of life ; and also in personal beliefs,

values and attitudes.
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