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Abstract

‘This thesi; aimed at studying the patterns agd connotative
meaning of the Thai euphemism for substituted words or expressions
which are contextually taboos, and analyzing some social values as
manifested in these euphemistic terms.

The findings reveal that these euphemistic terms expressed
circumlocutiously which result in the increasing number of syllables
of these terms. Six structural devices are found to be employed in
coining the euphemistic terms including the use of words with
neutra! or good connotative meaning, the use of Qords implying
politeness, the use of words with less specific meaning than the
original taboo words, ;he use of words with negative meaning paired
with another one opposite in meaning to the original taboo words,
the use of words connotating significance and recognition, and

finally the use of words with non-accusing tone.



ii

As for the comnotative meaning, another finding also
shows that such euphemistic terms are distinctively composed of

seven semantic features, which are politeness, positive

~ connotation, personal significance, recognition, work or business

features, human characteristics or actions and specificity.

Three categories of sociél values as reflected in these
euphemistic terms include the value of politeness, the value of
personal significance and the value of recognition. Such social
values aée found t; be in.accord with the main Thai social values
which are distinctively reflected through the respect of

seniority, recdgnition of individuality and equality.
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“Thou wall, O wall, O sweet and lovely wall,

Show me the clink, to blink through with'mine evne."

(A Midspmmer Night’s Dream, Act V, Scene 1)
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"I saw the dungeon walls and floor

Close slowly round me as before ...

Those heavy walls to me had grown

A hermitage - and all my own."

(Byron, The Prisoner of Chillon, X and XIV.)}
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HNMIBHNGART 4 D fig a1 corduroy, gabardine, seersucker ld¢ tweed
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THICKNESS YARN TEXTURE USE
(RIIIHN) (1&uly) (1Hefin) (n15714)
corduroy durable cotton lengthways ribs
A(ﬁqgnﬂn) (NUNIN) () (AMUFeIINY2)
gabardine firm/durable wool/rayon diagonal ribs

v .
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ANYIE (RUY)
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(anu ey (511 Bniioy)

1558Y)
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THICKNESS YARN  TEXTURE USE
- v
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