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ABSTRACT

This research aims to examine 1) factors leading to members’ participation 2) members’
participation characteristics and 3) benefits for the Phitthak Sawatdiphap Chao Khok Pho
members who participate in community welfare management. The data are obtained from 10
members who regularly join the death devotion ritual for 5 times and used to receive the
community welfare from the over 20 year group members since 1975 and those with lower
than 4 year membership since 1999, Purposive simple random method is used to gather these 20
samples.

The research finds that there are 2 factors leading to members’ participation which
include 1) social factors, namely need for being accepted by community, for assisting society, for
being stable and secure and for participating in group activities, 2) economic factors or benefits
consisting of received welfare such as money for traditional funeral, educational grant for
children ect. Members® participation characteristics are divided into 4 types: 1) plan sharing or
decision sharing, 2) implementation sharing, 3) benefit receipt sharing and 4) evaluation sharing.
Regarding the study of benefits for the group members participating in community welfare
management, products which are the benefits from the management are classified into 3 levels:
1) individual, 2) group, 3) community. The outcomes resulted by co-awareness from values,
attitudes and the members’ learning leading to self-dependent community refer to 1) kindred
relationship, 2) group leader’s vision, 3) knowledge learning unit 4} awareness of assistance 5)
beneficial compromise for community and 6) self-dependence for community strength.

Therefore, the participation of Phitthak Sawatdiphap Choa Khok Pho members in
community welfare management depends on the members’ genuine need and the social capital
relationship in the community which encourage the members to realize their potential

allowing strength and sustainable development to both the group and the community.
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