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Class Monocotyledoneae

Order Zingiberales
Family Musaceae
Genus Musa
Section Eumusa
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Table 1 Characters used in taxonomic scoring of banana cultivars.



Character

M. acuminata

(A genome)

M. balbisiana

(B genome)

Pseudostem colour

Petiolar canal

Peduncle

Pedicles

Ovules

Bract shoulder

Bract curling*

Bract shape

Bract apex

Bract colour

Colour fading

Bract scars

Free petal of male flower

Male flower colour

Stigma colour

More or less heavily marked with
brown or black blotches

Margin erect or spreading, with
scarious wings below, not clasping
pseudostem

Usually downy or hairy

Short

Two regular rows in each loculus

Usually high (ratio < 0.28)

Bracts reflex and roll back after
opening

Lanceolate or narrowly ovate,
tapering sharply from the shoulder
Acute

Red, dull purple or yellow outside ;
pink, dull purple or yellow inside
Inside bract colour fades to yellow
towards the base

Prominent

Variably corrugate below tip
Creamy white

Orange or rich yellow

Blotches slight or absent

Margin inclosed, not winged

below, clasping pseudostem

Glabrous

Long

Four irregular rows in each
loculus

Usually low (ratio > 0.30)

Bracts lift but do not roll

Broadly ovate, not tapering
sharply

Obtuse

Distinctive brownish-purple
outside ; bright crimson inside
Inside bract colour continuous to
base

Scarcely prominent

Rarely corrugated

Variably flushed with pink

Cream, pale yellow or pale pink

* In varieties with persistent male bracts, curling is weak or absent, regardless of genotype.

Source : Simmonds (1966)
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Figure 1 Longitudinal section of a corm of banana.
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