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Abstract

This participatory action research was aimed to develop participation and learning
process of a community on managing their solid wastes, to investigate factors or influences which
affect the development of the process, and to study results of such process. The study focused on
Prik-tok community in Prik municipality as the case study which was selected by a purposive
sampling method. The research team comprised academic researcher, 2 local government officers,
and 10 representatives from community. The research team was trained on waste problems and
basic research skills before they designed, collected and analysed data of their focused study area
in the community. They then worked together to formulate their strategic plans for managing

solid wastes and implemented the plans with the community.

The results of the study showed that using a participatory action research can help
promote people participation in solid waste management. People can participate in each step of
the research to find the appropriate solid waste management for their own community, namely
studying problems, collecting and analysing data, identifying problems, finding
solutions,.implementing, and evaluating. It resulted in a solid waste management program fitting
to the community’s context and potential. This led to the on-going practical programs, which run
by the community and supported by local municipality. The programs are included in the
Municipality Development Plan and budget will be allocated for operating the programs. The
community appears to have less scattered wastes. Some people continue separating wastes for
recycle. Representatives who joined the research team have developed their understandings and

adjusted their attitudes and behaviours.
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Factors hindering the participation include politics in the community, social conditions
and limitations of the municipality supports such as budget, personnels and time. Factors aiding
include the reception of information concerning the project, learning input from participatory
action research method, supports and cooperation from the external factors and continuous and

effective coordination .
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