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ABSTRACT

This action research aims to develop learning processes with the following objectives 1)
to promote participatory processes in solid waste management in a school and its community; as
well as studying 2) the primary outcomes of the approaches, 3) factors and conditions facilitating
and obstructing the processes, and 4) components of sustainability tendency in the approaches.
The research sites are Wat Thammakose School and Thammakose Community. The target
groups comprised of 25 core-team students, five core-team teachers, and nine core-team villagers.
The activities included 1) workshops on solid waste issues, 2) promotion of participation, 3)
study visits, 4) public relations.

To a moderate degree the development of the learning process increased the target
groups’ knowledge, understanding, attitudes and changes in practices concerning solid waste
management. The school and its community initiated and implemented projects of solid waste
management. Decreases in the quantity of solid waste in the school and the community were also
evident.

Factors and conditions facilitating the research process in the school are as follows: 1)
the school policy, 2) funding from a private agency, 3) horizontal relationships between the
school and the community. The obstructions of the process comprise 1) the school’s time
constraints, 2) the teachers’ time constraints, and 3) the school hierarchical structure.

Factors and conditions facilitating the research process in the community include : 1)

social conditions of the community, 2) community organizations, 3) cooperation of the students’
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parents. The obstructions are 1) the excess of collective activities in the village, 2) lack of
cooperation from formal village leaders, 3) the villagers” work burdens.

There are components with sustainability tendency in the approaches in the school: A
recyclables bank project was initiated and run in the school and it was included in the school
policy. Degrees of participation of the stakeholders were evident. Regarding those in the
community, a project of producing multi-purposed liquid from organic waste was initiated by the
core-team villagers and it was officially registered as community entrepreneur and funded by the
government. An analysis of social structure and five aspects of capital of the community

organization ensures the sustainable tendency of the project implementation.
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