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Abstract

The objectives of this action research are to study the development of community
forest as a learning resource for the youth with community participation, learning achievements of
the youth, and conditions and factors contributing and/or obstructing the process. The research is
composed of 2 target groups: 33 volunteers participating in the development process, and 36
students from Prachabamrung School, Tambon Tamot, Amphoe Tamot, Changwat Phatthalung.

The qualitative research methods are based on participatant observation and interviews.
The quantitative research methods included an achievement test, and a questionnaire with SPSS
analysis. The data were collected from document survey and fieldwork.

An outcome of the development of community forest as a learning resource in a Khao
Hua-Chang community forest is a curriculum to be used in a learning process in the forest. The
curriculum comprised 3 main subjects; natural resources and ecological systems, folk wisdom in
forest uses, and community forest management. Each subject includes objectives, content,
learning activities, equipments, and self-preparation.

According to the achievement test results, the youth have increased their knowledge,
understanding and positive attitudes about forest at the statistically significant level of 0.05. The
degree of their satisfaction of the learning source is high. Their recommendations are to include
subject matter related to school curricula, community 's history, together with more exciting
activities. Conditions and factors contributive to the process are related to the volunteers’

previous experiences as natural intepreters in a nature trail of the forest. However, to an extent,
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their time constraints, due to other community activities and occupational obligations, limited

their participation.
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