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ABSTRACT

This action research is based on an AIC process to promote public participation in
conserving their forest in Khlong Tom Nua Subdistrict, Khlong Thom District, Krabi Province
where forest depletion problems are threatening. The research objectives are :1) to develop an
AIC process for promoting public participation in forest conservation, 2) to study the primary
outcomes of implementation of action plans derived from the AIC process, 3) to study factors
and conditions facilitating and obstructing the implementation. The target group of forty people
consists of leaders of formal and informal groups in the communities, formal local leaders and
government officials. The qualitative research methods, including participant and non-participant
observations andinterviews of related people, as well as forest surveys, were employed before and
after the AIC process.

The AIC process for promoting public participation in the forest conservation comprises
the following three stages: the development of knowledge and understanding, as well as
awareness of forest conservation, of the participants; the collaborative identification of
approaches for forest conservation; and the design of action plans for forest conservation in
accordance with the participants’ need. The AIC activities are to be based on the participants’
basic knowledge and understanding, together with their experience.

Action plans derived from the AIC process include integrated gardening, collecting herb
for health, and developing community conservation forest. The outcomes of the implementation
are as follows: 1) increases in forest richness and biodiversity, 2) Increases in food security and
incomes of the communities, 3) increase in awareness of the significance of natural resources and

environment, 4) extensions of conservation activities to other community members. Factors and
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conditions facilitating the implementation are as follows: 1) the community members’ awareness
of the importance of forest, 2) their constraints in farm land expansion, 3) the researcher’s role, 4)
the governmental policy in forest conservation. The obstructing factors and conditions include
the lack of public awareness among some people of the significance of forest conservation and

the lack of clarity and certainty in the state policy of forest conservation.
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