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'Abstract

This research was intended to study the political participation of the Muslim
intellectuals in Thailand ’s southern border provinces, and to investigate the causal
relationships between the age, residential locality, group membership, former educational
institute, message exposure of mass media, religious commitment, political consciousness
and place of work on the one hand and the political participation of the Muslim intellectuals
in the southemn border provinces on the other.

The sampling populauon under the study were the Muslim intellectuals. They
were 300 cases in number, su.bdmded into 162 cases of those actively serving under the
government sector and those under the private sector, all at present belonging to the
provinces of Satun, Yala, Narathiwat, Pattani and Songkhla. The tool used for the study was
the set of item - rating scale questionnaires. The colleced data was analyzed for frequency
and percentage through the SPSS / PC’ computer program. The correlation between
variables was established through the original percentage difference (%d) and the partial
percentage difference (p%d). Chi - Square was ‘used to test the hypotheses in light of the

bivariate and control vanables :

The fmdmgs were as follows ‘ »

1. The percentage of the Muslim mte]lectua]s in the southemn border provinces
getting involved in political participation was as much as 56.3 %, that is, at a moderate
level. Second to that was the 26.3 % of those of political participation at the highest level.

And, at the lowest one was the 17.3 % of those of political participation at the lowest level.
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2. Those highly educated Thai Muslims in the southem border provinces were
found taking part in political participation at the highest level in the form of general
election. However, the political participation by the Thai Muslims in the southemn border
provinces was determined by not only general election but also by many other causes.

3. The number of the rural resident Muslim intellectuals who took part in political
participation was greater than those who were the urban residents. It was due to their
backgrounds based on socio-cultural and educational variables in fovour of religiously and
agriculturally directed ones.

4. Upon testing the hypotheses in light of the concerned variables, it was found

that the causal relations between the residential locality, group membership, former
institute, message exposure of mass media , political consciousness and place of work of
the Muslim intellectuals in the southem border provinces on the one hand and the political
participation on the other were positive. But their age and religious commitment had no
correlation with their political participation. Such relationship indicated statistical
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significance at .05 level, thereby accepting the Z"d, 3,4,5,7 and g™ hypotheses while
the 1% and 6™ ones were rejected. ' |

Some suggestions in favour of the active political participation by the Thai
Muslims in the southem border provinces are : democratization based on the good’
governance model, effectively communicative mass media, political socialization and
representative bureaucracy, all of which appeal to encourage more active political

participation by the Thai Muslim intellectuals in the southern border provingces.
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