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ABSTRACT

This research is intended (1) to investigate the status
of the teachers who are heads of the democracy-projects as
well as to inquire into the schools’ general information, and
(2) to investigate the activities and activity organization
intended to develop democracy within the schools awarded
for outstanding democracy in Southern Thailand.

The population of this study consists of 87 teachers
vho are heads of the democracy-projects in the schools awarded
for outstanding democracy in Southern Thailand. In collecting
the data, a three-part questionnaire designed by the researcher
is used. Part I of the questionnaire concerns the respondents’
and the schools  general information while Part II deals with
the organization of 19 activities intended to develop democracy
in the schools awarded for outstanding democracy in Southern
Thailand. Part III contains open-ended questions on the schools
additional activities to develop democracy. Percentage is used
in data analysis.

The research findings are as follows:

1. Status of the heads of the democracy-projects and

the schools™ general information:
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1.1 The majority of the heads of the democracy-
projects are male, tenured teachers who are 31-40 years old.

They are bachelors degree holders, with more than 8 years’
experiences in activity organization, and most of them have
attended some seminars and/or trainings.

1.2 The majority of the schools awarded for
outstanding democracy in Southern Thailand are of medium size,
with 7-12 teachers. Most of the schools are located outside
the "sensitive" areas.

2. Activities to develop democracy in schools awarded
for outstanding democracy in Southern Thailand:

2.1 About 18-19 activities are organized by most
schools.

2.2 Prioritized in order of frequency, the activities
organized by most schools include:

1) student committee

2) instructional activities using group process;
activities highlighting special occasions, and
school-lunch program

3) school cooperative store

4) health-care program

5) school compound’'s cleaning up campaign;
and promotion of student disciplines

) teaching of news and current events; and
use of library

7y parent-teacher meetings

8) camping

9y intramural sports events

10> school campaigns for democracy
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11) suggestion box

12) displays and exhibitions

13) field trips

3. Organization of the activities: Most schools awarded

for outstanding democracy in Southern Thailand organize their
activities in accordance with the documents and the manual on
teaching and learning activities to develop democracy in primary
schools, prepared and distributed by the National Office of
Primary Education. Each activity is organized in the following
steps:

3.1 Project Preparation : An activity site is selected,
facilities and equipment installed, a project-consulting teacher
designated, and the participating students are recruited.

3.2 Project Management : Each activity is carried
out. solely by the students in the following steps: division of
students into groups, selection of a group chairperson and a
secretary, group meeting for work planning, decision on certain
steps to take, distribution of assignments to group members,
execution of }he activity under the guidance and assistance of
the project-consulting teacher, and report on the activity done.

3.3 Project Evaluation : The designated project-
consulting teacher and the student committee are responsible for

the evaluation of each activity.
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