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Abstract

This research was intended (1) to investigate the adjustment problems of
Prathomsuksa Six students in Changwat Phang Nga in four areas: learning, relations
with teachers, relations with peers, and relations with family; (2) to compare their
adjustment problems in relation to gender, ranking order of birth, number of
offspring in the family, parents’ marital status, and parents, educational attainment;
(3) to determine their adjustment abilities in the four areas: learning, relations with
teachers, relations with peers, and relations with family. The samples were 359
Prathomsuksa Six students drawn from primary schools in Changwat Phang Nga in
the academic year 1996. The research instrument were of 2 parts: Part one
comprised a 3-point rating scale questionnaire on adjustment problems, with 0.8745
reliability coefficient on learning, with 0.9601 reliability coefficient on relations
with teachers, with 0.9507 reliability coefficient on relations with peers, with 0.9306
reliability coefficient on relations with family, and with 0.9803 reliability coefficient
on the total questionnaire; part two comprised a 4-point rating scale questionnaire on
adjustment abilities, with 0.9795 reliability coefficient on leamning, with 0.9878
reliability coefficient on relations with teachers, with 0.9848 reliability coefficient
on relations with peers, with 0.9813 reliability coefficient on relations with family,
and with 0.9956 reliability coefficient on the total questionnaire. Data were
analyzed by using arithmetic mean, standard deviation, t-test and F-test.
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The findings were as follows:

1. The overall adjustment problems of the samples were at a moderate
level; and when separate areas of adjustment problems were considered, each one of
these areas: leamning, relations with teachers, relations with peers, and relations with
family, was also at a moderate level.

2. 'The overall adjustment problems as well as those of separate areas
among the samples in relation to gender, ranking order of birth, number of offspring
in the family, parents, marital status, and parents’ educational attainment were at a
moderate level. :

3. There was no difference in the overall adjustment problems as well as
those of separate areas in relation to gender and ranking order of birth.

4. As for number of offsprings in the family, the samples from the family
of up to 2 offsprings showed greater overall adjustment problems than those from
the family of 3 or more offsprings significantly at .05 level. When separate areas
were considered, it was found that the samples from the family of up to 2 offsprings
showed greater adjustment problems on relations with teachers than those from the
family of 3 offsprings or more signficantly at .01 level; however, there was no
significant relationship of the adjustment problems to relations with peers and with
family

5. As for parents’ marital status, the samples whose parents were not
cohabiting or were separated showed greater overall adjustment problems than those
whose parents were cohabiting significantly at .01 level.

6. As for parents, educational attainment, the samples whose parents held a
Bachelor s degree and higher showed greater overall adjustment problems than those
whose parents held an M. 3 certificate to an Associate degree significantly at .01
level. When separate areas were considered, it was found that the samples whose

parents held lower than an M. 3 certificate showed greater adjustment problems on
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relations with teachers than those whose parents held an M. 3 certificate to an
Associate degree, but lesser than those whose parents held a Bachelor s degree and
higher signficantly at .01 level. Furthermore, the samples whose parents held a
Bachelor s degree and higher showed greater adjustment problems on relations with
peers than those whose parents held an M. 3 certificate to an Associate degree
significantly at .01 level. Those whose parents held a Bachelor s degree and higher
showed greater adjustment problems on relations with family than those whose
parents held an M. 3 certificate to an Associate degree signficantly at .05 level.
However, there was no significant relationship of the adjustment problems on
leamning to the parents’ educational attainment.

7. The overall adjustment abilities were at a rather fair level; and when
separate areas of adjustment problems were considered, each one of these areas:
learning, relations with teachers, relations with peers, and relations with family, was

also at a moderate level.
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