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Abstract

This research was intended (1) to investigate the problems in teaching Thai
language using concentrated language encounter approach of Prathomsuksa 1 teachers in
the elementary schools under the Office of Ranong Primary Education concerning four
aspects : lesson planning, instructional activities, instructional media, and measurement and
evaluation; (2) to compare the problems of the teachers whose age, comprehension of the
apbroach, and attitudes toward teaching Thai language using the approach were different;
and (3) to gather problems and suggestions for implementing concentrated language
encounter approach in Thai language teaching.

The subjects of the study were 89 Thai language teachers who used concentrated
language encounter approach in Prathomsuksa 1 during the academic year 1997 from
schools under the Office of Ranong Primary Education. The instruments for data collection
were a five-multiple-choice comprehension test of which the reliability was .7509, a
measurement of attitudes toward Thai language teaching with this approach which was a
Likert’s summated rating scale of five items with the reliability at .9171, and a questionnaire
about problems in teaching Thai language with this approach which was also a rating-scale
with the reliability at .9581. The statistical analysis was performed by percentages, means,

standard deviations, t-test, and F-test.
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The findings were as follows :

1. The teachers who used concentrated language encounter approach to teach
Thai language in Prathomsuksa 1 had moderate level of problems in overall teaching and in
each aspect.

2. The teachers who differed in age and comprehension of the approach were
not significantly different in their problems in overall and each aspect of teaching. Those
teachers whose attitudes toward teaching with this approach were low showed significantly
greater problems than those with moderate level of attitudes in overall teaching,
mnstructional media, and measurement and evaluation at .05, and in lesson planning at .01,
The teachers who had low level of attitudes showed significantly greater problems at .01 in
overall teaching and in each aspect than those with high level of attitudes. Those who had
moderate level of attitudes faced teaching problems significantly higher than those whose
attitudes were high, at .01 for overall and .05 for instructional media.

3. The teachers mentioned problems about the limitations of time for lesson
planning, the lack of concentration on histening among students, and the rejection of the
low-ability students by their peers to join activities. Besides, language skill exercises and
standardized measurements were rare. The teachers suggested prepanng standard lesson
plans, providing story-telling tapes, grouping students suitably, wnting standard language

skill exercises, and constructing standardized measurements.
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