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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study the use of plants by the Sakai Tribe in
southern Thailand. Based on their living styles, the Sakai people can be classified into
three groups i.e. 1) modern group from Thanto District in Yala Province, 2} the semi-
primitive group from Palian District, Trang Province and 3) the primitive group from
Palian District, Trang Province and Pabon District, Phatthalung Province . The process
of collecting data includes interviewing Sakai people about how they use the plants’
parts, the methods of using them. This work was carried out from September 1999 to
February 2001. The specimens are aiso collected, identified and photographed. One
hundred and seventy-one species, 128 genera and 69 families of utilized plants were
collected.The utilized plants can be classified into 4 groups, i.e. food plants (96
species), medicinal plants (68 species), plants for housing and utensils (12 species) and
plants for other purposes (15 species). The high numbers of the utilized species belong
to the family Annonaceae, Euphorbiaceae, and Dioscoreaceae, respectively. The
descriptions of all species, the ecology of the studied areas, the photographs of some

interesting species and some products are presented.
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