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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to compare (1) science process skills of young
children before and after treated with discovery leaming experiences. (2) science process skills of
young children before and after experiencing traditional learning experiences. (3) science process
skills of young children after treated with discovery learning experiences and traditional learning
experiences. The subjects were 28 second-year pupils of the kindergarten level in the first semester
of 2004 at Pattani Kindergarten School, under the supervision of the Office of Pattani Education,
Region 1. They were selected by simple random sampling and assigned into experimental and
controlled groups of 14 children each. With the use of Randomized Control Grop Pretest - Postest
design. The experimental group was treated with discovery learning experiences while the
controlled group received traditional learning experiences. The instruments of this research included
a test on science process skills at a confidence level of .80, lessonplans for discovery learning |
experiences, and the other ten for traditional learning experiences. Arithmetic means, standard

deviation and t-test were employed for data analysis,

The research findings were as follows:
1. Science process skills of the children after treated with discovery learning experiences
were higher than before leaming experiences at a confidence level of .001.
2. Science process skills of the children after treated with traditional learning experiences
were higher than before learning experiences at a confidence level of .001.
3. Science process skills of the children treated with discovery learning experiences were

higher than those treated with traditional learning experiences at a confidence level of .001.
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