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Abstract

This thesis is a study of roadside safety in communities outside urban area of Nakhon
Si Thammarat province. Areas selected for the case studies were: Tumbon Plian, Amphur
Sichon, Tumbon Klai, Amphur Tasala, Tumbon Moklan, Amphur Tasala and Tumbon Nasaan,
Ampuur Praprom. These areas were selected by using criteria: speeding in community,
cooperative assistance of community leaders and death rate per 100,000 population in the areas
compared with the rate for the whole province.

The road crashes data for 1998 — 2000 were collected from police reports, local health
care centers reports and reports of the Department of Highways. The study results revealed that
the severity of road crashes occur on the main road and local road. The frequency of the severity
of road crashes depended on the physical olf road and community characteristics. In Tumbon
Plian, the fatalities comprised 1 driver and 1 pedestrian. In Tumbon Klai, the fatalities included
15 passengers (10 of public vehicles, 2 of motorcycles and 3 of pick-ups), 7 motorcycle riders and
1 pedestrian. In Tumbon Moklan, the fatalities comprised 2 of the motorcycle riders, 2
motorcycle passengers and 1 pedestrian. In Tumbon Nasaan, the fatalities comprised 7
motorcycle riders and 2 motorcycle passengers. Most crashes in communities involved the
motorcycles. (Over 50% of all vehicles)

The development of a community road safety plan in each community required the
analysis of road crash data. The plan used 4 E’s of Road Safety principles to address the
problems: Engineering measures, Education measures, Enforcement measures and
Encouragement measures. Priorities of road safety issues were identified by the leaders of the
communities to create effective management, which can be put into practice. The important issues

of concern to communities were the confident issues i.e. the people think accidents are too remote
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from their life and they don’t really believe in the measures; the political issues: the limitation of
budgets for the villagers, because they want to use them for their basic needs; the social issues:
sum of the villagers believed accidents are something to do with fate and using helmet is very
unfamiliar to them.

The result of the study shows the communities were interested in the safety plan and
its application. For example, Tumbon Plian has put the plan into its Tumbon-development plan in
2004, and the other 3 Tumbons have accepted the plan for use in their dealing with road

accidents.
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