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Abstract

This thesis is a study of characteristics and causes of bus accidents in
Thailand. The factors causing the accidents were studied : drivers, vehicles, road
conditions and environments. Frequently accident site were studied in details to find the
causes and to make recommendation for solving these problems.

The data used in this study were collected from the accident data of the Traffic
Engineering Section, Highway Department. They were analyzed by using the program
developed by the researcher. This program was comprised of 2 parts — data base
section and calculating section. Both sections were developed through Microsoft
Access 97.

The study results revealed that in the past 4 years (1997 - 2000), 3,000 bus
accidents occurred on highways causing about 1,500 deaths. More than 50% of these
accidents were single bus accidents, overturning. The most of bus accidents were due
to drivers (82.3%) : over speeding (71.9%) and immediate passes (8.6%). From the
interviewed drivers who experienced accidents, it was revealed that they drove 4 — 6
hours without a rest (52.5%). In addition, three accident sites were chosen to study in
details : 1) Amphoe Sangkhla Buri (Kanjanaburi Province) 2) Amphoe Phurua (Loey
Province) and 3) Amphoe Ronphiboon (Nakon Si Thammarat Province.)

Based on the study results, the researcher had offered 4 recommendations to
reduce bus accidents in Thailand : 1) changing drivers behaviors 2) checking and
improving road conditions 3) setting safety standard of vehicles and improving and

4) tightening up law enforcement.



