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Abstract

This research concerns the development of a method for the assessment of bridge
conditions. The method presently is confined to the Accelerated Rural Development (ARD)
bridges that are not more than 50 m in length, which is the majority of ARD bridges. Assessment
are performed by trained technicians and engineers by visual inspections bridge conditions.
Inspections can be classified into two types — superficial inspection and routine inspection.
Factors considered in the assessment method have been categorized into three groups. The first
two groups employed at Project Levels are those related to safety / serviceability and structural
adequacy while the third is related to those used in the decision making process at Network
Levels. These factors are assessed in severity and extent individually as low, medium and high.
These are then computed to yield a bridge condition score and rating for maintenance prioritizing
at all level.

In addition, a computer program, ARDBAM (Accelerated Rural Development Bridge
Assessment Management) has been developed using Microsoft Access 97 to assist data

collection and computation.



