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ABSTRACT

This descriptive research aimed to study the relationship between knowledge, perception
of health status, and behavior of caregivers in caring for children with leukemia. The purposive
sample consisted of 130 caregivers who brought their children with leukemia, aged 3-10 years to
the pediatric hematological clinic at Hatyai Hospital, Suratthani Hospital and Songkhlanakarin
Hospital. Data were collected by using a demographic questionnaire, knowledge of leukemia
disease questionnaire, perception of health status questionnaire, and caregivers’ behaviors in
health care of children with leukemia questionnaire. The questionnaires were tested for content
validity by 3 experts. The reliability of knowledge of leukemia was tested by using Kruder and
Richardson (K-R 20) and the perception of health study and caregivers’ behavior was tested by
using Cronbach’s alpha coefficient giving values of .83, .70, .71. Data were analyzed by SPSS
for Windows using percentage, mean, standard deviation, and Pearson’s product moment
correlation coefficient.

Results

1. Overall knowledge of caregivers was at a high level (i =17.79, SD = 1.49)

2. Eighty three percent of caregivers perceived the health status of children with
leukemia was strong.

3. Caregives’ behaviors in health care of children with leukemia were very good
(X =36.10, SD = 4.45).

4. Knowledge of caregivers was significantly related to caregivers’ behaviors in health
care of children with leukemia at a low level (r = .204, p < .05).

5. There was no evidence that the perception of health status was related to caregivers’
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behaviors in health care of children with leukemia.
The results of this study suggest that nurses should explain treatment of leukemia and
behaviors of caring for children’s health to caregivers by focusing on radiatherapy, treatment,

nutrition, activity and rest.
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