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Abstract

This research is intended to analyze compound sentences in formal writing
of students at Prince of Songkla University, Pattani Campus. The data was drawn

from first-year students’ written examinations in the Introduction to Thai Literature

course.

The analysis consists of 4 headings: types of connectors in compound
sentences, types of compound sentences, relationship of clauses within the sentences,
and shortcomings in writing compound sentences. The findings are as follows:

 In addition to the four types of connectors classified by their positions in the
sentences, another type of connectors is found; that is, correlative connectors-pairs of
words that have the same connecting function as single connectors.

Two types of compound sentences are recognized, based on whether the
sentences have or do not have connectors. To this, another type can be added: compound

sentences with all other repeated connectors deleted, except the last.

Three types of students’ shortcomings in writing are found. (1) With respect to
content, lack of logicality resulting from illogically connecting two or more ideas within
a sentence has led to lack of clarity of ideas. (2) With respect to the use of connectors,

two shortcomings are found: lack of connector and misuse of connectors. Sentences are
juxtaposed without overt connectors, and thus no relationship of ideas can be

established. On the other hand, misuse of connectors has altered the intended
relationship between clauses. (3) With respect to sentence writing, omission of an

independent clause, and inappropriate paragraph indentation are two main shortcomings.
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Because most students fail to repeat the examination questions (the independent

clauses), their sentences are incomplete since they contain only dependent clauses.

Besides, students tend to end a paragraph with the first half of a compound sentence
while the connector and the second half of the sentence are written on a new line with an
indentation as if it forms new paragraph.

All shortcomings mentioned so far may stem from the students’ lack of logical
thinking skills, deficiency of organization of ideas, or inability to organize ideas
properly within the examination time limit. It has been noted that a number of students
lacks accurate and thorough knowledge of literature and language, particularly the exact
meanings of vocabularies. The writing style subscribed by most newspapers may be
responsible for the students’ inappropriate paragraph indentation. Above all, in the case
of first-year students, the shortcomings could arise from the students’ not being

conversant with essay-type examination.
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