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Abstract

This thesis aims at comparing some of the linguistic characteristics held in
common between Sakom, Tak Bai and Songkhla dialects so as to prove their genetic
relationship. The descriptive and comparative linguistic approach has been used in the
study. Fieldwork on Sakom has been conducted, and lexical items have been collected.
Sakom's phox&ological system is then analyzed and described. The data on Tak Bai and
Songkhla dialects are drawn from several sources, and are compared with that of Sakom.

The comparative study reveals that (1) like Tak Bai, Sakom exhibits a “two-way”
tonal split; (2) Sakom has an A=B merger, partially similar to that with Songkhla; (3) with
respect to the lengthening of Proto Tai high vowels in closed syllables, Sakom behaves in
the same way as Tak Bai and Songkhla; (4) Sakom shares certain lexical items with
Tak Bai and Songkhla, but is found to share a larger number of lexical items with Tak
Bai than with Songkhla. These 4 evidences lead to the conclusion that genetically Sakom

is more closely related to Tak Bai than to Songkhla.
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