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Thesis Title: The variation of Voiceless Aspirated
Initial Plosives among Phatthalung

Dialect Speakers of Different Age Groups

Author Hiss Sujin Keawklom
Major Program Thai (Language)
Academic Year 1996

Abstract

This research is intended to investigate how voiceless, aspirated
initial plosives / ph, th, ch, kk / are realized in the speech of
Phatthalung dialect speakers, and whether the variation of this series
of phonemes correlated with age of the speakers. Included in this
study are three age groups: youth (15-25 years of age), adult (35-45
years of age), and senior adult (55 years old or more). The fieldwork
is carried out by the researcher, using 40 test words to elicit the
data from 87 selected informants.

It is found that in the speech of Phatthalung dialect speakers,
yoiceless aspirated initial plosives /ph, th, ch, kh/ are realized as

voiceless aspirated plosives [ph, th, ch, khl or voiceless unaspirated

plosives [ p, t, ¢, k 1, respectively. Age is found to correlate

significantly with the variation in this series of phonemes; that is,

among young speakers, the aspirated series is more frequently found .

than its unaspirated counterpart. Conversely, among adult and senior
adult spealers, the unaspirated series 1is more frequently found than
its aspirated counterpart. This research points to the fact that the
Phattalung dialect is undergoing sound changes.
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