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Abstract

This research was intended to investigate whether the variation of high
vowels in Kedah Tai dialect correlates with age like that found in Songkhla Thai
dialect. Included in this study were three age groups: youth (10-20 years of age),
adult (36-46 years of age), and senior adult (60-70 years of age). The fieldwork was
carried out by the researcher using 36 test words to elicit the data from 60 selected
informants, 20 informants from each age group. The research findings were then
compared with those of Natthawut Pongjuntharasathean (1996) with respect to high
vowel variation in Songkhla dialect of speakers in rural communities.

It was found that in Kedah dialect there is no correlation between age and
the variation of high vowels in words graphically represented with <>, <> and <>
Speakers of all age groups are found to maintain the original Kedah pronunciation and
pronounce such words with the vowels e, 91 and |o:), respectively. In Songkhla
dialect, age has no correlation with the variation of high vowels in words with the
graphic forms <_> and <_>; that is, speakcers of all age groups pronounce such words
with the vowels (er] and (o1 with approximately the same percentage. However, the
pronunciation of words with the form <_> comelates with age. Speakers of all age
groups tend to use the variant (] more than (a1, speakers of the ?‘G;.'lth group show
the highest percentage of the occurrence of the variant f#z), which is in turn higher
than that of the adult group and that of the senior adult group, respectively.



On comparing the high vowel variation in both dialects, it was found that
speakers of Songkhla dialect show higher percentage of the cccurrence of the variants
[i;,#;,u:] than speakers of Kedah dialect speakers of Kedah dialect. The study reveals
that have kept their pronunciation more intact and that the pronunciation of the
speakers of Songkhla dialect is on the verge of changing.
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