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Abstract

The study aimed to investigate (1) economic, social, psychological and
communicative characteristics of members in the production credit group (2) participation
of members in variate activities of the group (3) problems for members’ participation, and
(4) relationship between economic, social, psychological and communicative factors
and members’ participation in the group.

In the study, a total number of population were 368. A simple random sampling
was used for sample selection. A number of 120 members, approximately 33 percent of
the total population were used for samples. Personal interviews were used as data
collection. The interviews were started in July 1999 and lasted until the end of September
1999. The data analysis was undertaken by using the statistical package for the social
science (SPSS).

The finding found that most members were male with education level of grade 4.
They had a medium level of living, working on their own farms. The average length of
membership was 10.2 years. They had a high level knowledge and understanding in
theory, objectives and operation of .group. They were high in the ‘attitude forwards group
but had a medium level of attitudes for community development worker. They satisfied
with the benefits received from the group.

With reference to members participation, most of members accessed to loan

and bought chemical fertilizer from group whereas 50 percent of members deposited the
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special saving account. AII joined the group-meetings, and annual meetings. They
participated in the group expansion program. For associated problems, it was found that
a low amount of loan received, low rate of loan repayment, poor understanding of the
group’s regulation and inconvenience for loan application were mentioned or majdr
problems. ; |

Relationship  between main factors (economic, social, psychological and
cbmmunicative) and member’s participation were found. Age, length of membership,
énd attitudes towards group were positively correlated with the group’s participation.,

The study found that the group’s activities were successful to some
level due to the participation of members in variate activities. For this reason, the
group’s members can help support each other including economic and social.
Therefore, they were satisfied with the advantagés they received. In addition, they
~ had favourable attitudes towards the group, resulting in a good relationship
among the members. For associated problems, itis recommended that the grdup’s
committee and community development worker should encourage members with
‘information of loan planning and management in order to obtain reputation for

group and better standard of living for the members.
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